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The Victorian Government has announced a further 
tightening of restrictions for metro Melbourne from 11:59pm 
tonight

From 11.59pm 16 August in metropolitan Melbourne:

• A curfew will be imposed from 9pm to 5am. 
• Additional restrictions will also apply to the construction industry, operating as it did 

last year, with staffing reductions in place except for critical infrastructure and 
emergency repairs. At large scale construction sites, staffing must reduce to 25 per 
cent or five workers on site, whichever is higher.

• People will not be able to remove their masks to drink alcoholic beverages in public.
• Playgrounds, basketball hoops, skate parks and outdoor exercise equipment will now 

be closed.
• Exercise will be limited to just you and one other person, plus dependants if they can’t 

be left at home. 
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The Victorian Government has announced a further 
tightening of restrictions for metro Melbourne from 11:59pm 
tonight
From 11:59pm on Tuesday 17 August:

Authorised workers will be required to carry permits when working, and when travelling 
for work. 
The permits need to be certified by an employer. 

Higher education students who are on the Authorised Provider list will be required to 
carry permits when working, and when travelling for work. 

The permits will be available soon on the coronavirus website.
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The Victorian Government has announced a further 
tightening of restrictions for metro Melbourne from 11:59pm 
tonight
Construction industry
• Permit required
• Back to solo work outside, except for when it is unsafe (from the current 5 plus a 

supervisor) – APAW

Construction WAIOD (Workplace Additional Industries Obligations) changes as per 14 
September 2020 restrictions:
• All sites - limit worker movement across sites and apply density quotient of one person 

per four square metres  
• Large scale construction - density limits, limit movement of workers across sites (no 

more than 3 in a week), staffing reductions (25% or 5 workers onsite whichever was 
higher) – except for critical infrastructure and repairs

• Small scale construction – limit of 5 workers on site
• Early-stage residential land development sites - 10 workers per hectare onsite at any 

one time.
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The Victorian Government has announced a further 
tightening of restrictions for metro Melbourne from 11:59pm 
tonight

Critical and essential infrastructure and critical repair works do not need to comply with 
onsite staffing caps.
What is considered to be construction of critical and essential infrastructure?
Construction of critical and essential infrastructure is not subject to business operating 
reductions. It means:
• construction or maintenance (including civil works, building or construction activities) 

of critical and essential infrastructure where the Victorian Government has deemed, 
and the Chief Health Officer has endorsed, on a case by case basis, that it is urgently 
required for the purposes of sustaining human health, safety and wellbeing, regardless 
of whether those activities are privately or publicly funded

• activities prescribed by government from time to time as “State Critical Infrastructure 
Projects”

• construction and maintenance for the purposes of national security and defence.

The expectation is that very few activities will meet the above tests. 
Project proponents can contact COVID-19Team@ecodev.vic.gov.au to apply for a 
determination by the Chief Health Officer.
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Victorian Government QR Code Service
• All businesses and workplace are now required to use the Victorian Government QR Code 

Service, unless an exemption applies.

• Businesses must ensure that every customer and visitor has checked-in, no matter how long 
they are at the premises. 

• Checking in with the Victorian Government QR Code Service is the best way to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19. It is free and simple to download and use.

• Businesses can check in guests who don’t have a smartphone via the Kiosk check-in function.  

• Businesses that do not comply with QR code requirements will risk fines.

More information: www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/Qrcode
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Getting tested
• Make sure all your workers know to get tested if they have any of the following 

symptoms: fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose 
and loss or change in sense of smell or taste. 

• After their test, they must go home immediately and stay there until they receive the 
result. 

• If you are feeling unwell do not go to work.Anyone with symptoms should get tested 
immediately.

• The list of testing sites includes wait times.

• If you are worried you will lose pay while you wait for your results you may be eligible 
for a COVID-19 Test Isolation Payment.
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Get vaccinated 
• The vaccine reduces your risk of getting sick and helps to protect your friends, family 

and community.

• Please support your workers to get vaccinated. Appointments can be booked via: 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine.

• The vaccines being used in Australia are safe and very effective at preventing serious 
illness and loss of life due to COVID-19.

• Workplace COVIDSafe practices continue to be vital, even if people in your workplace 
have been vaccinated.
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Business information
Update your COVIDSafe Plan 
• Every business with on-site operations must have a COVIDSafe Plan. They help you reduce 

the risk of COVID-19 in your workplace.

• Your COVIDSafe Plan is a list of safety actions. It should be reviewed and updated regularly 
and discussed with your workers.

Supporting collateral
• We have posters and signage that remind workers and customers of what they need to do to 

be COVIDSafe.

• We also have factsheets on good hygiene, cleaning and sanitising and resources that help 
you respond to restriction changes.

• Visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au/signs-posters-and-templates to download the latest signage.
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More information
Premier’s statement – Thursday 16 August

Restrictions table from 11:59pm Monday 16 August

Sector-specific information 

COVIDSafe Settings

Business Support Packages

COVIDSafe Plan

Call the Business Victoria Hotline on 13 22 15

Industry questions can be emailed to: icc@ecodev.vic.gov.au
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